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FOREWORD

LE VAN LAN

professor of history

his book represents the painstaking
effort and dedication of over fifty
authors and brings together two
complementary collections:

- More than 150 sketches featuring people
from all walks of life — men and women,
young and old, scholars, farmers, craftsmen,
and traders - yet they all share a spirit of
authenticity and passion!

- More than 30 essays covering a wide range
of genres, including reportage, chronicles,
memoirs, investigative pieces, and research
studies. Yet, they all share a common spirit:
a sense of responsibility and deep concern.

Those highly valued qualities stem from -
and focus on - a vital, multifaceted, complex,
yet fascinating subject: culinary culture and
the traditional street-food economy of the
Imperial Citadel of Thang Long and the
modern capital city of Hanoi. This is vividly
captured in the images of itinerant street
vendors carrying bamboo shoulder poles
and woven baskets, filled with a rich variety
of traditional street foods.

It took more than five years of wandering
through Hanoi's streets, alleys, pavements,

and markets - following street vendors in
their daily routines of preparing, transporting,
and selling traditional snacks — to make this
book possible.

It would be mistaken to think that this book
- specifically, writing about and sketching
Hanoi's street food - is merely an attempt
to cling to something obsolete that might
hinder the management and daily life of
a modern, civilized city. Nor is it intended
merely as an attraction for tourists or curious
visitors.

Indeed, the true aim is to contribute to
a proper approach to a rich and deeply
valuable heritage the “street culture” and
even the very “soul of the city” inherited
through the centuries by Hanoi, a thousand-
year-old capital.

As an experienced historian and a native
Hanoian who has lived in Hanoi for over
ninety years, | wholeheartedly endorse the
authors’ vision. It is my great pleasure to
present this book to readers everywhere.

Hanoi, Spring 2026
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Chg Hang Bé - Vuong Hoang Long

THU NGO

NHOM KY HOA DO THI HA NOI

a Noi khéng chi hién dién bai
nhiing mai ngdi réu phong,
nhiing con ngd nho quanh co
hay nhiing khung ctia md ra mua
thu .. Ha Noi con dudc yéu thudng cat gil
trong nhiing thuc qua dung dij, trong ting
ganh hang rong lang I&, trong tiéng rao dém
cham cham len 16i khap “ba mugi sdu phd
phudng”.
Huong vi phé cé Ha Néi - Ky hoa va tay but
la hanh trinh gom nhat nhiing diéu binh di
8y bang ky hoa. Khéng chi phac hoa nhiing
mon &n, nhiing quan hang quen thudc, méi
buic v& con luu gilt mot &t cdt ky Uc, mébi cau
chuyén la mot thanh am cuia Ha Noi. Nhiing
tac pham trong sach la két qua cla nhing
cudc rong rudi cla cac nghé si thuéc Nhém
ky hoa dé thi Ha Néi - nhiing ngugi du yéu,
du hiéu, danh du thai gian 1€ la v8i phé, lang
thang theo chan nhiing ganh hang rong, va
du tinh dé Iang nghe nhiing “nghé si vé phé
bang huong vi" ké cadu chuyén dsi, chuyén
nghé cua ho.
Cubn sach la cach nhiing ngudi nghé si
chung téi ghé vai cung “ganh phd” day trach

nhiém, gép phan luu gilt nhiing diéu than
thudc, sdu lang dang lam nén mot phan
hén cét cla phé cd Ha Noi. Chang téi hy
vong rang, khi I1at tlng trang sach, ban sé&
cdm nhan dudc hudng thoam cla ganh phd
dau ngd, tiéng kéo cit ndm bd loéng xoéng
trong dém hay vi cdm lang Vong con vudng
ngi dau ludi... Dé réi chot da diét mudn trd ve,
mudn & lai Ha Noi 1au hon mét chat.

Day cling 1a I8i cdm dn chan thanh gui dén
nhlng con ngudi lam nén hudng vi pho va
bén bi luu gi, lan téa nhing gia tri &y qua
bao ndm thang. Va trén hét, 13 I8i cdm on sau
sac danh cho Ha N&i - thanh phé luén dd diu
dang, néng nan va sau ldng dé chung téi yéu
thuong dén thé.

Cudn sach 1a mét cach ching téi gui lai Ha
No6i tinh yéu d& nhan tl thanh phd nay.
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ALETTER TO OUR
READERS

HANOI URBAN SKETCHERS

anoi is remembered not only

for its moss-covered tiled roofs,

winding alleyways, or windows

opening to the autumn breeze. It
also lives on through its humble delicacies,
the quiet footsteps of street vendors, and the
lingering cries of hawkers drifting through
the historic Thirty-Six Streets

Sketching the Flavors of Hanoi's Old
Quarter - Sketches and Reflections is a
journey to gather these quiet fragments of
everyday life moments through sketching.
Beyond merely illustrating familiar dishes
and stalls, each sketch preserves a fragment
of memory, and every story echoes the
unique rhythm of the city. The works in this
book are the fruits of countless wanderings
undertaken by the members of the Hanoi
Urban Sketchers group - individuals who
possess the love, understanding, and
patience to linger on the streets, follow the
paths of vendors, and quietly listen to the
“artists who paint the city with its flavour”
share their life stories and their craft.

This book represents our way of sharing the
“weight of the streets” - shouldering the
responsibility to help preserve the familiar,
profound elements that form the very soul
of Hanoi's Old Quarter. We hope that as
you turn the pages, you will breathe in the
aroma of a phd stall at the mouth of an alley,
hear the clatter of scissors snipping ném
bo (Viethamese green papaya salad with
beef) in the night air, or savour the lingering
sweetness of Vong Village c6m (young green
rice flakes) on your palate... evoking a deep,
wistful longing to return - or to stay in Hanoi
just a little longer.

This is also a heartfelt thank-you to the
people who create the city's flavors, and
who have steadfastly preserved and shared
these values over the years. Above all, it is a
profound expression of gratitude to Hanoi -
a city gentle, passionate, and soulful enough
to inspire such deep love within us.

This book is our humble way of returning to
Hanoithe love that this city has so generously
given us.

Miwa trén phé’™- Nguyén Vin Luu
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